Welcome to

Kindergarten!


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://os-trnsko-zg.skole.hr/upload/os-trnsko-zg/images/newsimg/796/Image/school-kids-coloring.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


                    [image: image2.png]



    Mrs. Wright
/Mrs. Chapman
Mrs. DeGuzman/Mrs. Pannier & Mrs. Okamoto
Elliott Ranch Elementary

2016-2017
Table of Contents

1.   Welcome

2.   Kindergarten Standards

3.   Report Cards

4.   Kindergarten Curriculum

5.   Volunteers

6.   Daily Schedule

7.   Wish List

8.   Behavior Management

9.   Homework

10.   Library Books 

11.   Projects

12.   Field Trips

13.   Star of the Week

14.   Snacks and Birthdays
15.   Health

16.   School Uniform

17.   Alphabet

18.   Teacher/Parent Communication

1.  Welcome

Welcome to Kindergarten!  The Kindergarten classroom is a place where the teacher, parents and students work together as a team.  It is a place where students can learn in a safe environment and where learning is challenging, meaningful, engaging and fun for all students. We believe in a strong connection between home and school. When we work together, we create a more successful environment for each child to thrive and grow academically and socially.
2.  Kindergarten Standards

Over the past two years, the State of California (along with more than 44 other states) implemented the CCSS (Common Core State Standards) from K-12th grade. We are now fully aligned with CCSS. Please go to the following links to get familiar with the Common Core State Standards.
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/

http://blogs.egusd.net/ccss/

3.  Report Cards

The Kindergarten grading scale is “P” (practice needed), “S” (meets or exceeds standards), and “IP” (in progress).  Please be aware that throughout the school year, your child may be working toward mastery of year-end standards.  A grade of “P” will not be uncommon until mastery is achieved.

4. Kindergarten Curriculum

We will be using the following programs:

Language Arts: Wonders: phonemic awareness, phonics, letter formation, reading, writing, spelling, high frequency words, and differentiated workshop to meet various academic needs.

Math: Go Math! Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt
Social Studies: Harcourt and Wonders: Take a New Step, Going Places, Around the Neighborhood, Animal Kingdom, From Here to There, How Things Change, Thinking Outside the Box
Science: Macmillan/McGraw-Hill and Open Court: Plants, Animals, Earth Science, Weather, Exploring Matter, Investigating Water
4. Volunteers

We welcome volunteers in the classroom. If you would like to volunteer, please contact your child’s teacher.  We encourage you to commit to a specific day throughout the school year, but we are happy to work with your schedule if that is difficult for you to arrange. Having consistency is important to our ability to plan lessons. With your help we can make our program more individualized because we can work with small groups of children. Also, if you have a special interest/hobby and would like to teach a lesson or do an activity with the students, let us know (cooking, art, music, sports, etc.).

6.  Daily Schedule
Please have your child at school on time. AM classes begin at 8:00 a.m. and PM classes begin at 11:05 a.m. If students arrive after school begins, they will be marked tardy. On minimum days and special occasions, Kindergartners will attend school from 8:00-11:20.  We will give our families plenty of notice of any changes in the regular school schedule. Please read the weekly newsletter for any schedule changes or upcoming events.   There is an example of the AM and PM class schedules on the next page.
	AM Kindergarten 

8:00 School begins

8:00-8:15 Circle Time (Calendar, Flag, Morning Message, Counting)

8:15-8:45 Language Arts 

8:45-9:45 Workshop
 (Language Arts and Math)

9:45-10:15 Snack and Recess

10:15-10:55 Language Arts, Science, P.E., Art

10:55-11:20 OVERLAP: Songs, Social Studies and Reading
11:20  Dismissal 


	PM Kindergarten 

11:05 School begins

11:05-11:20 OVERLAP: Songs, Social Studies and Reading
11:20-11:45 Circle Time (Calendar, Flag, Morning Message, Counting) 

11:45-12:15 Language Arts 

12:15-1:15 Workshop (Language Arts and Math)

1:15-1:45 Snack and Recess

1:45-2:15  Language Arts, Science, P.E., Art

2:25 Dismissal


7.  Wish Lists 
When supplies are needed for the classroom we will put a wish list in the Kindergarten newsletter (via email) or post the needed items near the classroom door.  This year we will 
be asking each family to donate a craft/memory book fee.  Please see the attached letter for more information.

8.  Behavior Management

Students are rewarded in various ways for appropriate behavior and are encouraged to follow the “4 Good Habits of Kindergarten”: 

1. BE A FRIEND

2. BE A GOOD LISTENER

3. BE SAFE
4. ALWAYS TRY YOUR BEST!
Behavior Management System is as follows:

Rainbow: I made fantastic choices above and beyond what was expected of me.

Happy Face: I followed the 4 good habits of Kindergarten and made good choices today.

Stop Sign: After one warning, I had to be reminded of the 4 good habits of Kindergarten. I needed to stop and think about making the right choices.

Time Out Chair: I needed to take some time to myself to reflect on my choices.

Telephone: A phone call home was necessary to communicate an incident at school.

Every child starts every day on the Happy Face. They have the opportunity to move up to the rainbow at the discretion of the teacher. We will also be sending home progress reports periodically. These will inform you of your child’s academic and social progress from the previous weeks. When progress reports come home, please discuss the report with your child, sign the bottom, and send it back to school the next day. There will be a space for comments or questions, or you may talk to us in person.
9. Homework

We will send home a homework packet every Monday inside your child’s homework folder.  The homework is due on FRIDAY at the start of school. Please review your child’s homework to ensure that he/she understands the directions and that the homework packet is done neatly and completely. 
Ways to help your child with homework:

· Establish a quiet homework time and place.

· READ, READ, READ to your child!  

· Help your child choose 2-3 activities to complete each night. 
10. Library Books

To be determined …Library schedules will be out within the first month of school. Your class newsletter will give you details when they become available to us.
11. Projects

Throughout the year your child will bring home thematic and/or seasonal projects. These projects are to be completed with parental help. Eg: Decorate a Book Box, Make a Leprechaun Trap etc…However, please encourage your child to do as much as he/she can independently. These projects are a great way to interact with your child and have fun together!

12. Field Trips

During the year your child will have special opportunities for field trips.  Some of these will be at locations awaiting confirmation and others will be on-site presentations.  We will need your help as chaperones. However, siblings may not attend field trips for safety reasons, per district policy.

13.  Star Student
Each week we will randomly choose a student to be the “Star Student”. When it is your child’s turn, he/she will bring home a large poster on the Friday before his/her special week. As a family you can fill out the poster and add photos. Your child may color or decorate the poster as they like. It’s all about expressing your unique self to share with the class. The poster is to be returned on Monday and will be displayed on the special “Star of the Week bulletin board.” 
14. Snacks and Birthdays
Please have your child bring a healthy snack every day. Nutritious snacks include fruit, yogurt, granola bars, nuts, veggies, crackers, etc. Please do not send sweets, candy bars, soda, or any food that needs to be heated. Children should be able to independently open their own snack.
Please practice with them at home. Please do not send “sippie” cups. The AM snack time is at approximately 10:00am. The PM class snack time is at approximately 1:15pm. It is recommended that PM students eat a small lunch at home before they come to school as their snack time is later in the day. We do celebrate birthdays at school, but we request that you send an individually wrapped or packaged edible or non- edible treat.  Please do not send a cake or cupcakes.
15.  Health

Eating and sleeping well are very important to your child’s success in school.  Please make sure he/she has eaten a healthy breakfast and had a good night’s sleep.  Also, be sure your child is self-sufficient in the bathroom (e.g. wiping, flushing, buckling, buttoning, snapping, and hand washing)! Please refer to restroom expectations (included in this packet) and prepare your child before school starts for the rules. If your child has a specific health issue, please contact us and we can make accommodations.
16.  School Uniform

All Elliott Ranch students should come to school in the school uniform colors, which are forest green, burgundy, white, navy and khaki. Refer to the school handbook for details about what children may and may not wear to school. Please label outerwear, such as sweaters and jackets that children may take off.  It is important that children are able to independently fasten (e.g. Velcro, buckle) or tie their own shoelaces. We realize that tying shoe laces is a skill that takes time to develop. Please practice this skill at home.
17.  Alphabet 

Please save the enclosed copy of the alphabet, this shows how to correctly form letters.  This will be a helpful reference to you and your child throughout the year.

18. Teacher/Parent Communication

Feel free to contact your child’s teacher at any time should you have any questions or concerns. 

Ways We Communicate:

· Email (this is our preferred method of communication)
·     Mrs. Wright - hdwright@egusd.net
·     Mrs. Chapman - jLchapma@egusd.net
·     Mrs. Pannier - spannier@egusd.net
·     Mrs. DeGuzman - jdeguzma@egusd.net
·     Mrs. Okamoto - kLokamot@egusd.net
· Phone calls

· Weekly Newsletters

· Progress Reports

· Report Cards (each trimester)
Ways to Contact Us:

· E-mail  
· Phone (School Office: 683-3877)

· Notes

· Respond to Progress Reports
· Make an appointment with the teacher
We look forward to a wonderful year with your child!

